
WA R  M E M O R I A L  C E N T E R

H O N O R  T H E  D E A D – S E R V E  T H E  L I V I N G
2 0 2 0  A N N U A L  R E P O R T
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F I E L D  O F 
F L A G S

“ B E A U T I F U L .  E M O T I O N A L .  2 , 9 72  A M E R I C A N  F L A G S  E A C H 
R E P R E S E N T I N G  A  H E R O  O F  T H E  G R E AT E S T  G E N E R AT I O N  W H O 

G AV E  T H E I R  A L L  F O R  F R E E D O M .  N E V E R  F O R G E T ! ” 

— R A N DY  Z E M E L

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0

ANNUAL 
LET TER
Dear Friends,

2020 is a year that wil l  be writ ten about for decades. At the War Memorial Center, our year star ted with momentous change as January 
brought new leadership for just the four th t ime in our history since the War Memorial Center was dedicated on Veterans Day of 1957. 
What a year to star t,  r ight? 

2020 was a big year for us with plans to mark the 75th commemoration of the end of World War II  with a year-long series of events. 
Li t t le did we realize, we would need to draw on the lessons of sacrif ice and resi l ience learned by the Greatest Generation to get through 
this very dif f icult  and challenging year. 

When the pandemic hit ,  our team responded. While we were forced to close our building to the public from March 18 to July 6, we found 
ways to keep our focus on honoring veterans, educating the public and forming a sense of community between the two. 

Like every American, we learned to pivot and got creative. We held vir tual events,  outdoor socially-distanced events,  pre -recorded 
ceremonies for Veterans Day and Purple Hear t Day and l ive streams of the 9/11 Remembrance for people to watch in the safety of their 
homes. Our education team worked to move our education program online with a series of 52 comprehensive top-quality lesson plans 
for all  ages.

Despite the COVID shutdown, our Greenprint Project Phase One stayed on track. This total renovation of our nor th parking lot now 
features pedestrian-friendly porous pathways, bio-retention cells and native plants to manage storm water pollutants. 

We brought new exhibits to the War Memorial Center in 2020 from the permanent addit ion of an African American Veterans Memorial 
to the traveling World War II  Memorial and the now annual Field of Flags Memorial. 

Our goal was to keep staf f,  tenants,  and the community safe, while st i l l  providing access for famil ies to visi t  the War Memorial Center to 
honor a fallen loved one or take t ime to reflect on the service of our nation’s heroes. 

We are proud to say, “Mission Accomplished.”

Sincerely, 

Daniel Buttery, President/CEO

Michael W. Grebe, Board Chairman

“
“

T H AT  H I T 
M E  H A R D .

— A N D R E W  S A B I N
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VIRTUALRESILIENT

T he War Memorial Center joined downtown Milwaukee in lighting our building red, white and 

blue as a tribute to the resiliency of this nation. The global pandemic forced us to pivot 

and f ind new ways to carry on our mission to honor our nation’s heroes. But just as our building 

was born out of a resilient America af ter World War II, 2020 reminded us that we have been 

through tough times before and we will persevere. 

During 2020, our pivot to virtual programming maintained a vital link connecting 
veterans, students and the community.

•Critical veteran programming went virtual like SAVE training for veteran suicide awareness

•Virtual ceremonies were held for Veterans Day, Purple Heart Day, etc. to keep veterans  
    connected and honored

•52 new digital learning programs were developed to launch in 2021

(PHOTO BY DAVE GILO/SON OF WWII VETERAN)
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AVENUE 
OF 

HERO STORIES
“My grandmother was very moved to see her husband 

honored in the Avenue of Heroes.  Howard R. Schuppert 

served in the 82nd Army Division during WWII. What a 

great honor to those who served and sacrificed so much 

for our country and the world.”

 –U.S. Army Veteran Tiffany Koehler

“My siblings and I had the opportunity to pay tribute 

and honor my dad and many other war heroes who have 

served our country when we visited the Avenue of Heroes. 

It was such special day. I will always remember my dad, 

Thomas J. Barrett, as a hero for the time he served as a 

navigator in the U.S. Air Force during WWII.”

–Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett

H O N O R I N G
T H E

G R E AT E S T 
G E N E R AT I O N 

2 02 0  M A R K E D  75  Y E A R S  S I N C E  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  M O S T  S I G N I F I C A N T  E V E N T  O F  T H E  2 0 T H  C E N T U RY  —  W O R L D  WA R  I I . 

T H E  WA R  M E M O R I A L  C E N T E R  H E L D  Y E A R - LO N G  C O M M E M O R AT I O N  E V E N TS ,  A D A P T E D  F O R  C OV I D - SA F E  P R OTO C O L S .

VE DAY VIRTUAL BELL RINGING
On the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe, we invited 
the public to post their bell ringing video clips on social 
media while Milwaukee-area cathedrals and even City 
Hall joined in online.

ON THE HOMEFRONT
Temporary museum exhibit showcasing Wisconsin’s 
role in the war effort during WWII. A companion book 
“When Milwaukee Went to War” was released based on 
this five-month long exhibit. 

AVENUE OF HEROES
Leading up to the traveling WWII Memorial, the Avenue of 
Heroes featured banners of local World War II veterans. 

FIELD OF FLAGS
Volunteers planted 2,972 American flags, one for each 
Milwaukee County service member who died during WWII.

TRAVELING WWII MEMORIAL
A replica of the National World War II Memorial was set 
up on Fitch Plaza for the 75th anniversary of Victory in 
Japan Day. 

VJ DAY CEREMONY
On the morning of September 2, a VJ Day Ceremony 
marked the exact moment 75 years ago when General 
Douglas MacArthur oversaw the signing of the surrender 
documents by Japan aboard the USS Missouri. 
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T H A N K 
YO U

“ Th i s  i s  a l m o s t  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  a  v i d e o 

a s  i t  wa s  i n  p e rs o n .  Yo u  h a d  a n  a m az i n g 

p re s e n t a t i o n  a t  o u r  N ew  Ye a rs  c e l e b ra t i o n . ” 

— Johnson Cont ro l s

“ Th a n k  yo u  f o r  w h a t  yo u  a n d  yo u r  t e a m  i s 

d o i n g  t o  ho n o r  o u r  W W I I  ve t e ra n s  a n d  ke e p 

t he i r  l e g a c y  a l i ve . ” 

—Carg i l l

“ We  a re  ho n o re d  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  yo u .  We 

ho p e  eve r yo n e  c a n  v i s i t  t he  Wa r  M e m o r i a l 

C e n t e r.  We  a re  t he  l a n d  o f  t he  f re e  b e c a u s e 

o f  t he  b ra ve . ” 

—WaterS tone  Bank 

“ N e a r l y  3 , 0 0 0  f l a g s  i s  a  b re a t h t a k i n g  s i g h t . 

We  a re  ho n o re d  t o  s p o n s o r  t he  F i e l d  o f  F l a g s 

t o  re m e m b e r  t he  b ra ve  s e r v i c e  m e m b e rs  w ho 

g a ve  h i s  o r  he r  l i f e  d e f e n d i n g  o u r  c o u n t r y. ”  

—Miche l s  Corpora t ion

I M PAC T
“ G re a t  j o b  re c o g n i z i n g  o u r 

P u r p l e  H e a r t  ve t e ra n s . ” 

—Fernando Rodr iguez , 
V ie tnam Ve teran

“ Wh a t  a  wa y  t o  c e l e b ra t e ,  re m e m b e r 

a n d  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  t ho s e  w ho  g a ve 

t he i r  a l l  f o r  f re e d o m . ” 

—Heid i  Wes t fa l l

“ Th a n k  yo u  f o r  a r ra n g i n g  a  m o s t  i n f o r m a t i ve 

t o u r  f o r  u s .  I  t h i n k  we  f o rg e t  w h a t  a  j ewe l  we 

h a ve  i n  M i l wa u ke e  w i t h  t he  Wa r  M e m o r i a l 

C e n t e r.  I  wa s  h a p p y  f o r  t he  re m i n d e r. ” 

—Connie  Pi re

“ Th a n k  yo u  f o r  b e i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t n e r  i n 

t he  ‘ B e The re W i s ’  i n i t i a t i ve .  B e i n g  t he re  f o r  a 

ve t e ra n  i s  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a  c o n n e c t i o n .  Th a t ’s 

w h a t  t he  Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r  d o e s . ” 

—Dr.  Ber t rand Berger, 
Menta l  Hea l th  D iv i s ion  Manager, 

Mi lwaukee  VA Medica l  Cente r

So many individuals and businesses support the 
War Memorial Center. While there are too many to 
list, we appreciate each and every one. Our mission 

depends on you!

Photos  taken pre -pandemic ,  January  2020.
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C O N D E N S E D  S TAT E M E N T  O F  AC T I V I T I E S 2 02 0  B OA R D 
O F  T R U S T E E S

C O N D E N S E D  S TAT E M E N T  O F 
F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N

R E V E N U E :

$ 2 , 4 61, 227
E X P E N S E S :

$ 2 , 82 3 , 70 4

$ 1, 8 5 4 , 55 3

$ 6 0 6 , 674
$30 6,462

$ 170 , 6 4 6

$ 2 , 3 4 6 , 59 6

E A R N E D  R E V E N U E

P U B L I C / P R I VAT E 
C O N T R I B U T I O N S

P R O G R A M

M A N AG E M E N T 
A N D  G E N E R A L

F U N D R A I S I N G

The  c o n d e ns e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o n d e ns e d  s t a t e m e n t  o f  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n

a re  d e r i ve d  f ro m  t he  Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r ’s  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a s  o f  D e c e m b e r  31,  2 02 0 .

A  c o m p l e t e  c o p y  i s  a va i l a b l e  u p o n  re q u e s t .

TOTA L  A S S E TS

$ 14 , 315 ,972
TOTA L  L I A B I L I T I E S

$ 1, 017, 62 0
TOTA L  N E T  A S S E TS

$ 13 , 2 9 8 , 352

R o b e r t  B o l z
R e t i re d

Pe t e r  P.  Po c hows k i
C o l . ,  U SA ,  R e t i re d

M i c h a e l  W.  G re b e ,  C ha i r m a n

M i c h a e l  C .  G i b s o n ,  Tr e a s u r e r
J H  F i n d o r f f  &  S o n

G e o rg e  B a n d a
R e t i re d

B e r t  G a r v i n
W E C  E n e rg y  G ro u p

M i c h a e l  B .  Kos z u t a
C SM . ,  U SA ,  R e t i re d

J o h n  We i s h a n ,  J r.
M i l wa u ke e  C o u n t y  B o a rd  o f  S u p e r v i s o rs

J e f f rey  M a r ks
J o h n s o n  C o n t ro l s ,  I n c .

C h r i s t i n e  We s t r i c h 
C o m m u n i t y  M e m b e r

D a n i e l  B u t t e r y,  P r e s i d e n t / C E O 
Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r

M a r y  B .  R e a d
C l e m e n t  F i n a n c e  &  L e a s i n g ,  I n c

G e o rg e  J .  G a s p a r
R e t i re d

B e rd i e  C ows e r,  P h . D .
C e n t e r  f o r  Ve t e ra n s  I ss u e s ,  L t d .

J o e  D e a n
D e a n  Fa m i l y  C h a r i t a b l e  Fu n d

C h a r l e s  A .  G o rd o n ,  V i c e - C ha i r m a n 
G o d f rey  &  Ka h n ,  S . C .

C re a m he l d  Pe p i t o ,  S e c r e t a r y 
N o r t hwe s t e r n  M u t u a l

C a n d e e  S .  A r n d t 
C o m m u n i t y  M e m b e r

R E T I R E D  D U R I N G  2 02 0 :

U . S  A R M E D  F O R C E S  V E T E R A N



Wa r  M e m o r i a l  C e n t e r 
75 0  N  L i n c o l n  M e m o r i a l  D r i ve 

M i l wa u ke e ,  W I  5 32 02

414.273.5533 
info@warmemorialcenter.org 

WarMemorialCenter.org

War Memorial Center@mke_warmemorial 
@wmc_weddings

@warmemorialcenter 
@wmcweddings @WarMemorialCntr 

Traveling WWII Memorial at Sunrise on Fitch Plaza September 2020


